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Recently another opportunity to reduce costs occurred at OU 7. The current scope calls for 
taking soil boring samples through the fill material into the weathered bedrock unit beneath 
the landfill until unweathered bedrock is encountered. In order to ensure that the potential 
for cross contamination is minimized, surface casing is set once the sampling is completed 
through the fill material and underlying alluvium. This is done so that potential downward 
migration of leachate is minimized. The Work Plan calls for alluvial wells to be installed in 
locations proximal to the brings. The boring hole however, is unsuitable for use as a pilot 
hole monitoring well. This is because the surface casing must be cemented in place and this 
affects the interval that would be screened off in a monitor well, changing water chemistry 
in that immediate location rendering any data from samples there unusable. In light of this, 
the procedure is to locate monitor wells a minimum of five feet upgradient of the soil 
boring. 

Recently a soil boring located directly inside the Present Landfill groundwater diversion 
system was found to be completely dry. We propose that in this scenario, installation of 
surface casing is not necessary for sampling the weathered bedrock unit since no leachate is 
present to potentially cross contaminate the bedrock. 

Further, by not installing surface casing, the hole is usable for monitor well installation. 
This reduces the number of holes and consequently the number of potential new contaminant 
migration pathways being placed in the landfill. Another effect of this is to reduce project 
costs since only one hole is drilled, no casing is installed, and the drill rig is not moved to 
another site. This reduces labor hours for drillers, rig geologists, and health and safety 
personnel and enhances our ability to meet Interagency Agreement (IAG) milestones by 
reducing the time spent in the field. In addition, no net effect on data quality will occur. 
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This proposal was verbally communicated to Carl Spreng, the project manager for the 
Colorado Department of Health (CDH) as well as Scott Grace, who is acting for Bob Birk, the 
Department of Energy, Rocky Flats Office, (DOE, RFO) project manager. Both replied that 
this was acceptable. In order to optimize the benefits from this decision, work has 
continued based upon the verbal approvals, however, it is necessary to obtain written DOE, 
RFO concurrence for the project file in order to close out this item. We also recommend 
that CDH be requested to provide this concurrence in writing. 

Please feel free to contact T. P. O'Rourke of my staff at extension 8577 or digital pager 
5475 if you have additional questions or concerns. 
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